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except for his form and his powerful inspiration. Byron's brain never had any other imprint than that of his own personality; whereas the whole world has posed "before the creative genius of Scott, and has there, so to speak, beheld itself.
As for what is called "Balzac Illustrated," do not he anxious; it is the whole of my work, except the "Coutes Drolatiques.;> It is the work called "Etudes Socialos."
M. Hauski is very kind to imagine that women fall in love with authors. I have, and shall have nothing to fear on that score. I am not only invulnerable, hut secure from attack. Reassure him. The Englishwoman of the times of Crebillon the younger is not the Englishwoman of to-day.
I am now beginning to work at my plays and at the "Me'moires d*une jeune Mariee, or else at "Sceur Mavio des Anges;" those, for the time being, are my chosen subjects. But from one moment to another all may change. The continuation of "Illusions Perdnes" ("Un Grand homnae de Province a Paris") tempts me much; that, with "La Torpille," could be finished this year. How many stones I bring and heap up!
The text of the illustrated edition is revised with so much care that it ought to be considered the only one existing; it differs much from all preceding editions. This typographic seriousness has reacted on the language, and I have discovered many additional faults and follies; so that I earnestly desire that the number of subscribers may enable the publication to be continued, which will give me the opportunity to succeed in doing my best for my work, so far as purity of language IB concerned.
The arrival of the cassolette gave me as much pleasure as it did you; it is as if I had sent you two different things. I now hope that by this time Bonlanger'H portrait has reached you. Brullon, the colour and can-